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Neolithic Studies 
in Perthshire 
 

Perthshire was chosen this year as the 
venue for the annual Spring study tour 
of the Neolithic Studies Group (NSG). 
The weekend (May 15-17) got of to a 
good start with a wine reception at 
Perth Museum, where Kenny Brophy 
(Glasgow University), who led the tour, 
gave an introductory lecture and Mark 
Hall (Heritage Officer) presented some 
of the more interesting Neolithic 
artefacts that have been acquired over 
the years by Perth Museum.   
      
The monuments visited were mainly in  
Strathtay and included rock-art sites on 
the slopes of Ben Lawers, the peculiar 
stone setting at Croft Moraig, where 
Kenny (below) explained the problems 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

of  interpreting this site, even though it was 
extensively excavated in the 1960s.Perhaps 
the highlight of the weekend was the visit to 
the Cleaven Dyke at Meikleour (above), from 
which almost all of the trees have now been 
removed. Members of the study tour, who 
came from as far afield as the Isle of Wight 
and Ireland, were given the opportunity of 
walking along much of the length of this 
unique earthwork. Gordon Barclay (Historic 
Scotland), who, along with Gordon Maxwell, 
conducted excavations on the dyke in the 
early 1990s, met the group on site and 
explained how the earthwork was previously 
thought to be Roman despite there being no 
evidence to prove it. Radiocarbon dates from 
the excavation in 1990s, as well as detailed 
survey of the whole monument, have shown 
that it dates from the Neolithic period.  
 

NB.  For safety reasons, the Editor urges 
visitors to the Cleaven Dyke to park their 
vehicles on the minor road from Meikleour to 
Blairgowrie and not the main Perth/Blair road, 

which can be dangerous.  



Around Aberfeldy 
 

--- a Brief History 
 

Published late last year, this is the fourth 
edition of this booklet since 1970 and the best 
yet in terms of presentation. The print is clear, 
the line illustrations crisp and the photographs 
and digital images excellent. The booklet 
(32pp) provides describes aspects of the 
history of the Aberfeldy area from earliest 
times to the 20th century in four chapters – 
Prehistory to the Middle Ages, The Origins of 
Aberfeldy, The Great Lairds, and 19th & 20th 
Century of the Burgh. There is also an 
illustrated  gazetteer, a short list of sites 
slightly further afield to visit and, finally, a brief 
‘Further Reading’ list. 
 

This publication, which is a partnership venture 
between the Breadalbane Heritage Society and 
Perth and Kinross Heritage Trust, is not a 
potted account of the archaeology and history 
of the Aberfeldy area – otherwise their would 
surely have been some mention of cropmarks 
and the Picts! Its principal purpose appears to 
be to provide the general public with a list of 
sites and monuments in the Aberfeldy area 
(The Gazetteer) which they can visit. The 
preceding chapters are a pot pourri that sets 
the scene. 
 

This booklet is full of interest and will prove 
popular with both locals and visitors. Any 
criticism by this reviewer of the text of the four 
main chapters would be pedantic, but there are 
greater concerns regarding the gazetteer. 
Firstly, it does not provide enough information 
regarding access to the monuments. There is 
an assumption that the readers will all be 
armed with Ordnance Survey maps and will be 
able to work out how best to reach the 
mentioned sites. This will not be the case and 
hints about where to park cars, best ways to 
walk to sites, etc., would have been welcome.  
 

Secondly, and related to the first, this reviewer 
would have welcomed an indication as to 
which sites can and which sites cannot be 
easily accessed by  less-able bodied members 
of the public. Of great use would have been a 
note on whether wheelchair access is provided, 
whether rough ground has to be walked over, 
 
 

even how far a particular site is from the 
nearest parking place.   
 

 
 
Thirdly, this reviewer wonders why the 
mansion houses at Edradynate and 
Derculich were included in the gazetteer. 
Neither is open to the public, with the latter 
only visible if ‘glimpsed from the road’. 
Further, are the owners of the house at 
Toberandonich really happy at visitors 
arriving to view the carved panel above the 
door?  By describing the house as ‘private’, 
the gazetteer instils a sense of doubt in the 
reader’s mind about the appropriateness of 
a visit. The usefulness of a gazetteer such 
as this lies not simply in providing a good 
description and set of directions but in the 
reader knowing that any visit they may 
make has the blessing of the landowner . 
 
Nevertheless, at £3.00 this booklet is very 
good value and, notwithstanding the minor 
criticisms noted above, will prove a useful 
guide to both locals and the many visitors 
who travel to upper Strathtay each year.  
 
The booklet is available from a wide range 
of retail outlets throughout Strathtay and 
from the AK Bell Library in Perth. 
 

 
  



why 

Geophizz   
           Conference 
 

A conference in Perth on 27 May saw 
debate on the question ‘What role should 
geophysical survey play in Scottish 
developer-funded archaeology’. 
Organised by the Association of Local 
Government Archaeological Officers 
(ALGAO), a broad range of speakers, 
including John Gator of Time Team fame 
(below), looked at how geophysical 
survey has played an important role in 
pre-development evaluation in many 
areas of England, but explained that it is 
used to a much lesser degree in 
Scotland.  
 

 
 

The use of geophysics in archaeology 
was set in an historical context and 
several presentations demonstrated just 
how useful a tool it can be.  A voice 
against the routine use of geophysics 
was provided by Tim Neighbour, 
Assistant Director of CFA Archaeology 
Ltd, who questioned the value of 
geophysics compared with trial-
trenching as a tool for evaluation. 

Among the other points made was that  

if geophysical survey is to form an integral 
part of routine pre-development site 
assessment in the future, then more effort is 
required to make developers aware of its 
potential. There are times when its use can 
save the developer both time and money, but 
developers should be made aware that in 
certain circumstances geophysical survey is 
an inappropriate tool to use.  
The conference ended with a general 
consensus that more effort is required to 
encourage the use of geophysical survey.  
  
 

November TAFAC 
Conference 
 

At this point the Editor is able to inform 
readers that this year’s TAFAC Annual 
conference will be held at Dewars Centre, 
Glasgow Road, Perth on Saturday, 7th 
November (c.9.30am – 4.30pm). 
 
Confirmed speakers to date include: David 
Strachan and Lindsay Farquharson of the 
Perth and Kinross Heritage Trust (PKHT). 
David will be updating us on the excavations 
of the homestead at Black Spout, Pitlochry, 
and Lyndsay will be providing us with an 
introduction to her three- year project, which 
concerns the preservation and recording of 
Wade’s bridges in Perthshire. Lindsay will be 
returning in subsequent years to update us 
on the project.  
Tessa Poller (Glasgow University) will be 
telling us about the work on forts that the 
Strathearn Environs and Royal Forteviot 
(SERF) project has been undertaking. The 
Editor will be complementing this talk by 
saying something about the survey RCAHMS 
will shortly be undertaking at one of the forts 
in Strathearn. Dave Easton from RCAHMS has 
agreed to talk to us on the subject of the 
military defence works of the River Forth, with 
specific mention being made of the 
Commission’s recent survey on Inchkeith. 
 
More details of the programme will be posted 

on the website in due course._ 



Milestone Society in 
Scotland 
 

Saturday 30 May saw the Milestone Society 
hold a conference at the David Marshall 
Lodge in Aberfoyle. One of the themes of 
the day was the work that had already been 
undertaken in Scotland;  another was 
asking what were the best ways of raising 
the profile of milestones, waymarkers, 
finger-posts, etc, so that they may be best 
protected. 
 

  

 Modern finger-post on the Isle of Bute – one of  
 many that replicate a pre-WWII style. 
 

Terry Keegan, Vice Chairman of the Society, 
provided a background to its formation in 
2001 and Christine Minto provided examples 
of the work she and her husband, Frank, 
had been undertaking in Scotland while on 
cycling holidays. Paula Martin provided a 
potted history of the work that had been 
done on milestones in Fife, many of which 
are catalogued in  ‘The Milestones of Fife’, 
which she co-authored with Alex Darwood 
in 2005. 
    The audience also heard from one of the 
Loch Lomond Trossachs National Park 
countryside rangers about the work recently 
undertaken by the Trossachs milestone 
refurbishment project – a partnership 
project between the Park and local people. 
The principal roads into Aberfoyle are 
furnished with fine cast iron mileposts made 

at foundries in Bonnybridge and 

Grangemouth. Many of these mileposts 
have been conserved by local people, 
who started by simply clearing excess 
vegetation from around them. Further 
work involved preparing the posts for 
painting, with tools and material supplied 
by the Park. 
 
Ali Davey (Historic Scotland) outlined 
some of the problems that can affect cast 
iron milestones, and Alan Rosevear 
(Milestone Society) illustrated examples 
of stone mile markers from the SW of 
England that had been successfully 
conserved by local groups. Mr Rosevear 
stressed the importance of using the 
skills and contacts of local people. Dr 
Adrian Sumner from North Berwick closed 
the lecture session by giving an account 
of the various forms of distance markers 
on the principal routes into Edinburgh. 
 
Terry Keegan closed the conference by 
asking the audience several important 
questions. His first, ‘Are milestones a part 
of Scotland’s Historic Environment and 
should they be recognised as such?’ was 
met with a firm ‘Yes’ by all those present. 
When he then asked ‘Where do we go 
from here?’ there was some debate, which 
resulted in a broad agreement that there 
was not yet a demonstrable support in 
Scotland for a separate, stand-alone, 
section of the Milestone Society. That 
said, several of those present were keen 
to support the Society by becoming or 
remaining members and contributing as 
individuals. 
 
Details of how to become a member of 
The Milestone Society (£10.00 per year for 
a single member) may be obtained by 
writing to: 
 
 Brian Barrow, Membership Secretary, 
‘Larkrise’ Clavering, Essex, CB11 4QT. 
 
The web address of The Milestone Society 
is: www.milestone-society.co.uk. 
 
 
     
 
  



The Milestones of 
Fife 
 
For anyone interested in milestones in 
particular or the history of Fife in general 
this booklet will prove invaluable. Very well 
written and with excellent illustrations, the 
booklet provides a good indication of where  
the various forms of distance markers in 
Fife may be found. The booklet looks at the 
development of roads in Fife, why distance 
markers were set up, the differing forms of 
marker, tollhouses, and subsequent history.  
A gazetteer of 173 markers is also provided. 
     

 
 The Milestones of Fife is available from 
various outlets in Fife but is probably most 
easily obtained directly from Paula Martin, 
Arnydie, Peat Inn, Cupar, Fife, KY15 5LF. 
The price of the volume is £4.00, which 
includes postage and packing, and cheques 
should be made payable to ‘Fife Folk 

Museum’. 

Milestones in 
Angus 
 
Enthused with having attended the 
Milestone Conference in Aberfoyle, the 
editor took a leaf out of Norman 
Tebbitt’s book and got on his bike to 
record some milestones in Angus. A 
forty mile round-trip from Montrose to 
Brechin, down to Arbroath and back to 
Montrose provided the opportunity to 
look for about 36 milestones, of which 
nine still survive.  
 

No milestones were observed between 
Montrose and Brechin, but the route 
will be double-checked later this year. 
However, six of the first seven 
milestones between Brechin and 
Arbroath survive. All were defaced 
during World War 2, but the stone 
illustrated below, 5 miles south of 
Brechin, still bears the inscription 
‘720Y’ a legend that is present on at 
least two of the other stones in the 
series. The editor would welcome any 
suggestion as to the meaning of these 
characters, which appear to be early to 
mid-19th century in style. 
 

 
RCAHMS Copyright (DP060795)  



 

 
Looking north on the Montrose Road (A92) 
RCAHMS Copyright (DP060776) 
 

The first three milestones on the Arbroath 
to Montrose road are still visible. All are 
different in form.  Milestone 1 (above) is a 
roughly squared block with a ‘1’ inscribed 
on its west face.   
 

Milestone 2 (right, upper image) is on the 
west side of the road at Marywell. It is a 
finely dressed sandstone block, which has 
been painted white and has the letter ‘D’ 
inscribed on its west face. The stone is 
depicted as a milestone at this location on 
the first edition of the Ordnance Survey 6-
inch map in 1865, but the single letter 
inscription suggests it is more likely to 
have started life as a boundary stone.  
 

Milestone 3 (right, lower image) stands at 
Wood Inn (built in 1805), which is now a 
private house. It is a finely dressed block 
of sandstone and is more elaborate than 
any of the other stones so far observed. It 
too, however, has had its inscriptions,  
(originally ‘To MON 9¾M’ and ‘To ARB 3M’ 
chiselled off. 
 
 

 

 
Marywell milestone: RCAHMS Copyright  
(DP060780) 
 

 
Wood Inn milestone: RCAHMS Copyright  
(DP060784) 
 

If readers have news on milestones or 
anything else of interest in the TAFAC 
area, please contact the Editor at: 
johnsherriff@hotmail.co.uk 


