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View of Lundie parish church, Dundee. Reproduced with permission from SCHR and J Dowling. 
 

This note is a follow up to the talk I gave at the TAFAC annual conference in November 2010, 
but it is also a thank you to the many local society members who, from 1989-1991, took part 
in an incredible, ground-breaking project. Grandly titled The Inventory of Scottish Church 
Heritage, it set out to gather the names and addresses of all past and present places of 
religion (of any denomination or faith, but not prehistoric) associated with worship in 
Scotland. This was no easy task, as in Scotland there are more places of worship per head 
of population than in any other country. Twenty years later that Inventory is still in use. 
 

 



 

The Places of Worship in Scotland Project, run by Scottish Church Heritage Research 
(SCHR), has three main aims: first, to create an illustrated website of all places of worship 
in Scotland; second, to make the information on Scottish Church Heritage available as an 
educational and research tool; third, to use the information as the basis for community 
projects.  
The principal aim of site-visits is to photograph and write up-to-date descriptions of sites, 
including those that have been secularised and/or demolished. As this is part of an 
educational project with many potential users, the descriptions are designed to be clear 
and concise, and accompanied by numerous images. The results of limited research are 
included as an aid to description, and additional data about sources, archives and events is 
also included. All 10,000 sites in the Inventory are included, although Fife and Angus are 
the only areas where systematic field work has so far been carried out and the records 
added to the website. 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This project is a race against time, especially for places of worship that may be affected by 
sale, secularisation, demolition or disuse. Another threat is modernisation. Ministers and 
congregations want their buildings to be „fit for purpose‟, so it‟s „out with pews and in with 
chairs.‟ There are often difficulties relating to disabled access, heating, lighting, kitchen 

Probably the most important difference 
between the Inventory project and the 
present project has been the 
introduction of recording interiors. 
Ministers and volunteers often asked 
why we were not interested in interiors, 
which, we were informed, were more 
under threat than the buildings.  
We were interested, therefore we 
started recording interiors whenever 
access into the buildings could be 
arranged. 

 
War Memorial window, Kinnettles, Angus. 
With permission from SCHR and E Proudfoot. 

 

 
Sundial, Glamis parish church Angus. 
Reproduced with permission from SCHR 
and J Dowling. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
View of Airlie parish church, Angus. Reproduced with permission from SCHR and J Dowling. 

and toilet facilities. Praise bands are commonly used to attract young people, but making 
space for the instruments and their cables can be difficult. Screens and projectors are 
another issue. Sanctuary space is changing too, especially where there are several steps, 
raising concerns about how to best facilitate disabled access to ceremonies, including 
weddings and funerals. Another issue is how to dispose of surplus communion tables from 
closed buildings. Any place of worship may have to address any or all of these issues.  
 
The list of potential changes to any particular building is lengthy and the problem for SCHR 
is how to record features within buildings while there is still time. Our first rule is that we 
record and describe what we can see, inside or outside, without comment. This is the 
strength of the project - we take photographs and write descriptions, but we express no 
opinion regarding sales or repairs, the propriety of reorganisation, how work should be 
carried out or what materials should be used. 
 
Most of the work undertaken by SCHR has been done by volunteers. However, we currently 
have one employee, the co-ordinator in Angus, whose job has so far included setting up the 
project there, developing a team of volunteers and contacting all the denominations. This is 
part of a three-year project, funded by Historic Scotland, to record places of worship in 
Angus, Aberdeen, Aberdeenshire, and Moray.  In addition, we are in the process of setting 
up local groups in other parts of Scotland, the first in Glasgow. This will allow us to record 
more buildings of other faiths than we have had access to so far. Further, several 
volunteers who have developed projects of their own have sent notes and images for us to 
adapt and put on the website. However, there are large areas of Scotland in which there has 
been little or no recording.   
 

Alongside the formal recording project we are setting up community projects to help local 
groups take an interest in the buildings they see but rarely enter. Members of 
congregations, other faith groups, unemployed people and any other volunteers will be  



develop a better understanding of their 
local environment, including the heritage 
of local places of worship and their 
continuing influence in each community. 
Any place of worship or faith group could 
have to address similar issues. 
SCHR is grateful for sponsorship by 
Historic Scotland, the Church of Scotland 
and the efforts of numerous volunteers. 
                       ------ 
Readers who wish to learn more about this 
subject should refer to the Scottish 
Church Heritage Research website at 
www.scottishchurches.org.uk 
 
Those in the Angus and Dundee area 
might be interested in a couple of 
forthcoming events organised by SCHR. 
They are: 
 
11 June 2011 – Forfar Field Day, an 
introduction to the places of worship in 
Forfar.  
 
Summer 2011 – Angus Glens Church Walk. 
 
Both events have yet to be confirmed so 
please refer to their website for further 
information, including booking details. 
 
   ----- 
Heritage Trust News 
 

Perth and Kinross Heritage Trust have 
announced that Perthshire Archaeology 
Month 2011 will take place in September 
this year instead of June, and link up with 
Doors Open Day (24-25 Sept ) and Scottish 
Archaeology Month. 
 
The Historic Churchyards Project 
(supported by the Heritage Lottery Fund 
and the Gannochy Trust) was launched in 
March. Newly appointed PKHT full-time 
project officer, Fiona Fisher, hopes to 
include volunteers in the work. 
  

A steering group has been formed with the 
intention of setting up a “Friends of PKHT” 
organisation.  It is planned to hold an 
inaugural meeting sometime in May for 
anyone interested in supporting or 
becoming more involved with the work of 
the Trust. More details will be available in 
a few weeks. 
 
See the Trust‟s website www.pkht.org.uk 
for more information on their activities. 
 

encouraged to take part, though this will 
depend on obtaining further funding. 
Members will be taught about places of 
worship, their purpose, why they are built 
where they are, and why they differ from 
other buildings. The environment and 
heritage of the buildings and their 
importance locally will also be discussed. 
Family History is an important interest for 
many and there will be discussion 
sessions about the role of places of 
worship today. It is not so long since the 
places of worship were at the centre of 
community life, where family members 
were christened and married, and buried in 
their graveyards. 
 
To develop wider interest in the project, 
the main outcome of the community 
programme is planned to encourage many 
local groups to put on an exhibition 
showing their work, if funds can be found. 
The local group will photograph each 
building, inside and out, and they will then 
choose which images to use for an 
exhibition. When all the details have been 
considered and a date set, the exhibitions 
will go on display in an accessible public 
place. Team members will speak to visitors 
about their work. From this we hope to 
develop other ideas to involve local 
communities. It will be important to include 
local schools as well. West Fife will be the 
first area to test this scheme. 
 

 
Interior view of Ruthven parish church, Angus.  
Reproduced with permission from SCHR and E 
Proudfoot. 
 
Once that has been evaluated, similar 
projects will run alongside the main 
recording projects in other areas. We hope 
that this will encourage local people to  

http://www.scottishchurches.org.uk/


Treasure Trove for Perth 
Museum 
 
Recent purchases by Perth Museum & 
Art Gallery under the Treasure Trove 
allocation process include three 
fascinating objects, all of medieval 
date. The images of them here are 
reproduced courtesy of Perth Museum. 
 

 
 
The first object (above) is a gold finger-
ring of 13th century date, with some 
slight damage to the garnet setting but 
otherwise in good condition. In the 
medieval period it was widely believed 
that the deep red colour of garnet was 
an effective amulet against blood-loss 
through haemorrhaging. The ring was 
found in a field near Aberdalgie. 
 

The copper alloy horse harness 
pendant (upper right) was found by a 
metal-detector close to Inchyra, in the 
Carse of Gowrie. This is an elaborate 
form of such pendant, dating sometime 
in the period 11th  to 13th centuries, and 
it is the first of its kind to be recorded 
in Perth & Kinross. It shows a human 
figure (wearing a crown?) with raised 
arms, and hands clasping the jaws of 
flanking sinuous beasts. The image of 
Christ between two beasts was a very 
common one in medieval art. 
 
The third image is of another 13th 
century item, this one metal-detected  
near Kinnesswood, Loch Leven . It is 
an enamelled plaque probably made in 

Limoges, in the Limousin region of 
west-central France, a town renowned 
for such enamelled work in the Middle 

 

Ages. Such plaques are typical elements of 
decoration on reliquaries (for the keeping of 
sacred relics). Such items would not have been 
out of place at either St Serf‟s Priory or Loch 
Leven Castle, both located on their own islands 
in Loch Leven.   
 

 
 
These important acquisitions for the archaeology 
collection of Perth Museum & Art Gallery could 
not have been acquired without the generous 
grant-aid provided by the National Fund for 
Acquisitions (administered through National 
Museums Scotland). With both local authority 
funding and the NFA funds (provided by the 
Scottish Government) subject to cuts, the 
acquisition of such important items in the future 
is set to become more problematic.  
 
Mark A Hall,  
History Officer, 
Perth Museum & Art Gallery 



Maps seminar in 
Perth 
 
Readers may be interested in the next 
Scottish Maps Forum Seminar, which 
will be held in the AK Bell Library in 
Perth on Saturday 7 May 2011 (10am to 
4.30pm).  
 
The theme of the seminar will be 
cartography, travel and transport. 
Speakers will include Dr Jeffrey Stone, 
who will look at aspects of Timothy 
Pont‟s map.  
Dr Carolyn Anderson will talk about 
military roads and relating mapping 
from the 1720s to the 1770s.  
Peter Mackay, former Chairman of the 
Northern Lighthouse Board, will look at 
the history of charting the Bell Rock, 
off Arbroath.   
Prof. Margaret Storrie will tell the 
audience about the early work in NW 
Scotland of William Bald (c.1789-1857), 
a surveyor, cartographer and civil 
engineer. They will also hear about his 
later work in Ireland. 
Professor Noel Wilkins will speak about 
the career of the surveyor and 
cartographer Alexander Nimmo (1783-
1832), including his work in Ireland and 
Scotland.  
Professor Charles McKean will look at 
the impact of roads (especially turnpike 
roads and bridges) on towns and 
country estates, and how they both 
sometimes underwent a fundamental 
shift towards this new transport link. 
 
The cost of the seminar is £15 (£20 with 
lunch). Booking forms and further 
information are available from the 
National Library of Scotland Maps 
Reading Room, 159 Causewayside, 
Edinburgh, EH9 1PH; 
 
Tel: 0131 623 3970     
Fax: 0131 623 3971 
Email: maps@nls.uk 
 
And from the NLS website: 
www.nls.uk/collections/maps/subject-
info/forum 
 
Booking forms must be returned by 15 
April 2011. 
 
 

Kinnettles fieldwalking 
 
The Kinnettles and District Heritage Group 
continued its campaign of fieldwalking (this is its 
ninth year) with two walks, each with a morning 
and afternoon session, on the 28th February and 
20th March. The first walk was at Turwhappie on 
the east side of the parish and took in a field that 
was probably an area of impeded drainage in 
prehistory. A total of 24,000m2 was walked over 
the course of the day, but only four pieces of flint 
were found. None bore any evidence of retouch, 
but two of them were largish chunks that clearly 
derived from beach-pebbles. 
 
By contrast, the walk at Mains of Kinnettles 
(27,200m2), was more productive, as had been 
expected for a south facing, well-drained slope. 
A total of 36 flints, including two scrapers, was 
found in the area that was formally walked, and 
10 other flints were picked up on a quick 
walkover of the top half of the field. 

 
Flint scraper, Mains of Kinnettles, Angus  
 
The flint scraper shown above was an everyday 
object that could have served a hundred 
functions. It is made from a primary flake off a 
beach pebble and there is crude retouch around 
one end and down one side. This scraper was 
found close a smaller and more finely-worked 
thumbnail scraper, their proximity to one another 
hinting strongly of some form of late-Neolithic or 
early Bronze Age settlement site. To a large 
extent this is suggested anyway by a distinct 
concentration of flints, all debitage, in the centre 
of the lower part of the field. 
Perhaps the most exciting artefact found is a 
finely shaped curving awl commonly associated 
with sites of Mesolithic date. The discovery of 
the piece should come as no surprise given the 
recovery in 2007 of several microliths in a field a 
few hundred metres to the west. 
 



PERTH HIGH STREET 
EXCAVATIONS 
COMING SOON 
 
Readers will be interested to learn that the 
publication of the Perth High Street 
Excavation reports is finally upon us, with 
the first of four volumes due to appear 
before the summer, with the remaining three 
to appear over the succeeding 12 months. 
The excavations took place in the mid -
1970‟s, on the site now occupied by Marks 
and Spencer, with post-excavation analysis 
supported for many years by Historic 
Scotland. They will be published in the 
TAFAC Monograph series. To whet your 
appetite we thought a brief look at some of 
the exciting objects that will be reported on 
was in order. All the finds are part of the 
archaeology collection of Perth Museum 
and the images used here are its copyright.  
                                             _ 

 
 
It is an early Bronze Age barbed-and-tanged 
flint arrowhead. It was recovered from a 
posthole from the main hall building on the 
High Street site and was placed there as an 
amulet to ward off lightning strikes and fire.  
 

 

The unusual looking bone object above is 
one of a small number of interesting modern 
finds from the excavations. It is an infants‟  
 
 

 

teether or soother, probably of late-
Victorian or Edwardian date. Such items 
were designed to help cool babies‟ gums 
while the painful process of teething took 
place, and while earlier versions, in the 
form of coral sticks are known from at 
least the 16th century, ivory or bone 
versions were commonly available by the 
mid-19th century.  
                          

 
 
The rather frayed looking object, which is 
illustrated above and measures only 
2in/6cm high, is a tin-alloy pilgrimage 
ampulla -- a flask used for keeping holy 
oil or water. They were acquired as 
souvenirs and amulets at the shrines of 
saints. This is one of two ampulla 
excavated on Perth High Street from the 
shrine of St Thomas à Beckett, 
Canterbury Cathedral. It has recently 
returned to Perth after being on loan to 
the Archaeology Museum, Herne, 
Germany, for their European City of 
Culture exhibition on medieval 
archaeology. 
 
Mark A Hall (Perth Museum) &  
Catherine Smith (Alder Archaeology) 
 
 
For further details on TAFAC 
publications go to www.tafac.org.uk  - Ed  
 
 

 

Shown in the 
photograph (left) 
is one of the 
most intriguing 
objects from the 
excavations, and 
a type that most 
people would 
not think of as 
medieval. 



 

More milestones 
 

Further research by the editor into milestones in 
the Tayside and Fife area has led to the noting of 
an interesting stone that stands on the south side 
of the A921 immediately west of Aberdour. The 
stone is a variation of a type found in west Fife 
that comprises a whinstone pillar with a roughly 
dressed rounded rear and two more finely dressed 
sides that face onto the road. Generally, the 
information on these stones is incised into the 
facetted top of the stone, but here the information 
has also been incised into the flat upper surface 
and into the vertical NE face. 
 

 
Image courtesy of the Editor. 
 
The stone (above) stands on what was the main 
road linking Dunfermline to Burntisland and it 
indicated the distances of 7 miles to the former, 
3¾ miles to the latter, and ½ a mile to the centre of 
Aberdour. The stone, which dates to the first half 
of the 19th century, probably once stood at least 
0.6m (2 feet) high, but the gradual raising of the 
level of the adjacent road and the verge on which 
the stone stands means that only the top 0.2m of 
the stone is now visible. In summer it is nigh on 
invisible in the roadside vegetation, something the 
editor can testify to having cycled past the stone 
several times without spotting it. 
The stone is significant because it may well be the 
only milestone on this route between Dunfermline 
and Burntisland that still survives. It belongs to 
Stephen‟s type F (see The Milestones of Fife by 
Alex Darwood and Paula Martin for a good 
illustrated explanation of these types), a type 
which may also be seen on the Dunfermline to  
 
  
 
 

Alloa road (A994), where at least four 
of the stones can be seen (see 
image below).  However, the 
Aberdour stone is of a slightly 
different design to the others in that 
it is broader (0.36m compared to 
0.3m) and the facetted top is much 
shallower, which means that there is 
less space on which to place any 
inscription. This may why the 
distance to Inverkeithing (INVERG) 
has been incised into the top of the 
vertical NE face. The inscription 
gives the impression of being an 
after-thought, as does the more 
lightly incised (INVER 3) on the flat 
top.  
That the stone was used into fairly 
modern times is indicated by the 
fragmentary cover of white paint on 
the stone, that on the NE face still 
bearing some black lettering. 
 
 

 
This milestone, which indicates the 
distances of 5 miles to Dunfermline and 
11 miles to Alloa, stands on the north 
side of the B9037 as it passes through 
Low Torry, Fife.  Image - the Editor. 
 


